[image: Description: Education Logo final]Enquiries:   Mr S Motala 
                   Mr D Maringa
Tel:  082 736 2068/ 073 210 3900
Fax: (012) 401 6358
Email: suliman.motala@gauteng.gov.za
maringadayson@webmail.co.za
Ref: 11/2/3/1/1/2









To: The Principal

Attention: Mathematics HOD’S (Grades 3-9)

For Action: Mathematics Teacher (Grades 3-9)
 
Dear Sir/ Madam
 
Compliment for the new year. Wishing you all the very best for 2017.
 
Please find attached Mathematics Grades 3-8 informal baseline assessments and memo’s. 

The District Tshwane South would like to promote  Mathematics baseline assessments as an informal assessment for Grades 3-8, as a strategy in order to support and improve Mathematics at individual school level.
 
The Mathematics baseline tests were developed mainly by the Mathematics PLC leaders of 2016.
 
 
The purpose of the informal Mathematics baseline assessment is:
a)     For Mathematics teachers to identify learner strengths and weaknesses per content area and per topic.
b)      To use the assessments and the diagnostic analysis of the assessments as a basis for a constructive across the grade and across the phase meetings. Mathematics teachers may discuss common content challenges and to help bridge the phase gap between Grade 3 and Grade 4 as well as Grade 6 and Grade 7.
c)       The baseline assessment may also be used to identify Mathematics strengths and content gaps and challenges with new learners admitted at your schools.
d)      The baseline assessments cover term 1 -4 work and are aligned to CAPS content areas as well as CAPS cognitive level requirements.
 



Suggested method of Implementation of the informal Mathematics baseline assessments:
 
a)      It is suggested that schools allow learners to write the baseline test within the first ten school days. (Perhaps the tenth school day when all learner are at school and settled in)
b)      The grade 5 test is assessing grade 5 work, so the grade 6 learner’s will write the grade 5 test and so on.
c)       Schools may develop an item diagnostic analysis tool, alternatively schools may just complete the content area mark analysis on the cover sheets of each paper.  
d)      Learners marks may be recorded informally per content area in order for teachers to have an idea of the learners content area performance as well as learners  weaknesses or strengths per content area.
e)      An intervention programme may be developed based on the 2016 November exam results and based on the findings of the 2017 baseline assessments, in order to bridge the gaps and support the weak learners.
 
Please note that the Mathematics (Grade 3-8) baseline assessments are not compulsory for schools to implement. However, the District strongly encourages schools to implement the baseline assessments at school level. Schools may develop their own baseline assessments as well or use the previous years (2016) baseline assessments that were sent by the District to all schools. (Please refer to attached 2016 baseline assessments)
 
Moderation and Translation:
· A request is made to schools to moderate the baseline assessments  internally before implementation. Due to time constraint the District was unable to conduct an additional level of quality assurance.
· Please check for language usage,  alignment to CAPS and print layout of the papers before printing.
· Schools  are allowed to make amendments to the papers and memos if necessary and/ or make further improvements on these assessments before implementation.
· Schools may also administer their own baseline assessments or use 2016 papers that were sent to schools by the District.
· Due to time constraints translation to Afrikaans was not done (apologies), hence a request is made to Afrikaans medium schools to translate the papers to Afrikaans for their learners.








 
Acknowledgement:
The District Tshwane South would like to thank the following schools, Maths PLC leaders and teachers for developing and assisting with the quality assurance of these baseline assessments:
 
 
	Grade
	School
	Person/s responsible

	3
	Laerskool Anton van Wouw
	Sumari Pretorius

	4
	Laudium Heights Primary
	Fatima Haffejee

	5
	Laeskool Anton van Wouw
	Sumari Pretorius

	6
	Brooklyn Primary
	Pravina Maharaj

	7
	Pretoria Boys High
	HOD

	8
	Bona Lesedi High school
	Kenny Chauke


 
Please note:
· Gr 3 paper to be written by current grade 4 learners
· Gr 4 paper to be written by current grade 5 learners
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Gr 5 paper to be written by current grade 6 learners
· Gr 6 paper to be written by current  grade 7 learners
· Grade 8 paper available for current grade 8 learners
 
 
Your co-operation in this regard will be highly appreciated.
 
Feedback:
The Mathematics District officials will be requesting feedback from schools with regards to the implementation of the baseline assessments during school support visits, during the monitoring of Maths department meeting minutes and during District or PLC leader Maths meetings.
You may also email your feedback to the relevant subject advisors.
 
You may contact the subject advisor’s Mr Sulaiman Motala, Mr Dayson Maringa and Ms Cynthia Hlope for any further queries.
 
Kind Regards
 
Suliman Motala
SES: Mathematics Intermediate Phase
District Tshwane South
Cell No: 082 736 2068
Email: suliman.motala@gauteng.gov.za
Fax to email: 0866 281 359
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